
VGP 4.5.16

VESSEL GENERAL PERMIT

The intent of the Vessel General Permit (VPG) requirement is to 
reduce the environmental impact of lubricant discharges on the 
aquatic ecosystem by increasing the use of environmentally 
acceptable lubricants for vessels operating in waters of the United 
States. This includes vessels operating within three nautical miles of 
U.S. coastlines and in the Great Lakes, including both salt and fresh 
water. 

   VGP requirements defined by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) went into effect on 12/19/13

VGP requirements will impact ALL commercial (non-recreational) 
vessels longer than 79 feet and impose strict limits on incidental discharges (including 
lubricants). 

This action applies to vessels operating in a capacity as a means of transportation, that have 
discharges incidental to their normal operations into waters subject to this permit, except 
recreational vessels as defined in Clean Water Act §502(25), P.L. 110-288.

The Small Vessel General Permit sVGP goes into affect 12/12/17

Applies to ALL non-recreational vessels <79 ft. in length.

Both EPA permit mandates require an EAL (Environmentally Acceptable Lubricant ) be 
used in all applications with potential for an oil-to-water interface, unless itʼs deemed 
technically infeasible to do so. Applies to:

Maritime Shipping / Transportation

Tugboat Service

Barge Transportation

Port Applications

Technically Infeasible means that an EAL based fluid (which has its limitations) has not been 
developed to meet the performance requirements of the application...ie engines. 
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Per the EPAʼs 2013 VGP & 2017 sVGP EALs must have 3 components:

Readily	  Biodegradable	  	  	  	  	  

Minimally	  Toxic	  

Not	  Bioaccumula7ve

ENVIRONMENTAL ACCEPTED LUBRICANT 
(EAL)

EAL Criteria Recognized Testing Comment

Biodegradable - OECD 301 A-F, 306 and 310
- ASTM 5864
- ASTM D-7373
- OCSPP Harmonized Guideline 835.3110
- ISO 14593:1999

>60% means 
ʻbiodegradableʼ 
under this standard 
(28 day test)

Minimally Toxic - OECD 201, 202, 203 for acute toxicity testing.
- OECD 201 and 211 for chronic toxicity testing

Safe for contact with 
skin, non-
carcinogenic

Not 
Bioaccumulative

- The partition coefficient in the marine 
environment is log KOW < 3 or >7 using test 
method OECD 117 and 107
- Molecular mass > 800 Daltons
- Molecular diameter >1.5 nanometer
- BCF or BAF is <100 L/kg using OECD 305, 
OCSPP 850.1710 or OCSPP 850.1730
- Field-measured BAF
- Polymer with MW fraction below 1,000 g/mol 
is <1%

Calculated Value

VGP/sVGP Criteria for Lubricant Classification as an EAL
As defined in Appendix A of the 2013 VGP and 2014 sVGP
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Coast Guard will “enforce”. 
The Coast Guard has enough work as it is and not enough idle time to search for non-compliance. 
If they see a large sheen, however, they may elect to investigate. If they have another reason to 
board the vessel, they may elect to pursue VGP compliance. If a ship is boarded or inspected, the 
vessel operator must:

Provide	  evidence	  of	  using	  EALs	  in	  all	  oil-‐to-‐sea	  applica7ons.	  	  	  	  	  

Have	  documented	  oil-‐to-‐water	  applica7ons	  that	  are	  
technically	  infeasible	  to	  use	  EALs.

ENFORCEMENT


